
 
City of St. Petersburg 

Health, Energy, Resilience & Sustainability Committee 
September 22, 2022 – 8:00 AM 

City Hall, Room 100 
 
Members: Council Chair Gina Driscoll, Council Vice Chair Brandi Gabbard, Council 

Member Lisset Hanewicz, and Council Member Richie Floyd. 
 

Alternate: Council Member Ed Montanari  
 
Support Staff:  Bryan Casañas-Scarsella – City Council Legislative Aide 
 
1) Call to Order 
 
2) Approval of Agenda 
 
3) Approval of the August 25, 2022, Minutes 
 
4) New Business – September 22, 2022 
A report regarding the implementation of a community food forest program. In addition, the 
discussion should focus on recurring funding from the general fund and with the initial seed 
funding coming from BP funds or other one-time funding sources.  
 
5) Upcoming Meeting Date – October 27, 2022 
Topic TBD 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
General Attachments: 
August HERS Minutes 
Pending and Continuing Referral List 
Agenda Item Support Material 
 

 

 

 



 
City of St. Petersburg 

Health, Energy, Resilience & Sustainability Committee 
August 25, 2022 – 8:30 AM 

City Hall, Room 100 
 
Members: Council Chair Gina Driscoll, Council Vice Chair Brandi Gabbard, Council 

Member Lisset Hanewicz, and Council Member Richie Floyd. 
 

Alternate: Council Member Ed Montanari  
 
Support Staff:  Bryan Casañas-Scarsella – City Council Legislative Aide 
 
Also Present: Mike Jefferis, Leisure Services Administrator; Rob Gerdes, City Administrator; 
Benjamin James, Assistant City Attorney; Heather Judd, Assistant City Attorney; Michael Dema, 
Assistant City Attorney; and Pat DePlasco, Executive Director of Keep Pinellas Beautiful. 
 
1) Call to Order– 8:30 AM 
 
2) Approval of Agenda—CM Floyd moved approval; motion passed unanimously. 
 
3) Approval of the July 28, 2022, Minutes—CM Floyd moved approval; motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
4) New Business 
A discussion on restricting smoking within the boundaries of city parks and beaches in 
accordance with HB 105. 
 
Ms. DePlasco explained that cigarette butts are the number one littered item in the world; and 
that according to the Ocean Conservancy, there were more than 14,000 cigarette butts reported to 
have picked up during the 2021 International Coastal Cleanup. On an average year, she 
explained, there are about 20,000 cigarette butts picked up during the International Coastal 
Cleanup, which usually occurs during the month of September. Since the 1980s, cigarette butts 
have accounted for 30 to 40 percent of all litter found in urban litter cleanups, she went on, and 
National Geographic estimates that between 4.5 and 5 trillion butts are littered all around the 
world. 6.5 trillion cigarettes are purchased annually worldwide, which means that the vast 
majority are not discarded properly. The average weight of a cigarette butts is 0.2 grams, which 
indicates that the equivalent of approximately 19 Titanic ships worth of cigarette butts is being 
littered throughout the world per year. Ms. DePlasco said that this type of legislation would be 
beneficial for an organization like Keep Pinellas Beautiful, since it will help reduce the amount 
of litter her organization picks up.  
 
Mr. James then provided some legal background for the ordinance, explaining that before this 
2021 legislative session, the State of Florida had preempted local governments from prohibiting 
smoking. The proposed ordinance largely tracks the language in HB 105, which undid those 
preemptions for locally managed parks and beaches. Mr. James then pointed to one exception, 
which are unfiltered cigars, which cannot be prohibited per HB 105. The ordinance, therefore, 
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City Hall, Room 100 
 
prohibits smoking in in any capacity, except for unfiltered cigars, in all public parks and beaches. 
The violation of the ordinance will result in a municipal ordinance violation.  
CM Hanewicz asked why electronic cigarettes are in Chapter 20 of the City Code but this 
ordinance falls under Chapter 21.  
 
Ms. Judd explained that in 2017 local governments were given the ability to regulate use of e-
cigarettes or vaping by the State but they wanted to expand it beyond just parks, such as 
Tropicana Field and other athletic facilities, and that is why it was placed in Chapter 20. The 
current ordinance being discussed is specific to parks and beaches and that is why it was placed 
in Chapter 21. CM Hanewicz then asked about the athletic facilities on city parks; Ms. Judd 
replied that the two regulations do not contradict each other, minus the exception for unfiltered 
cigars, which had to be included per the state statute. CM Hanewicz then asked about the use of 
the word “park” vs. “park property” in the ordinance. Mr. James said they used “parks” to mirror 
the language in the state statute in order to avoid any confusion. CM Hanewicz pointed out that 
the cigarette filters contain microplastics and that is why unfiltered cigars are allowed under the 
statute. CM Hanewicz then voiced her support for the ordinance for its benefits to the 
environment and for helping to keep our parks clean. CM Montanari also voiced his support for 
the ordinance but asked a question related to enforcement. Ms. Judd said a municipal ordinance 
violation can result in a fine of up to $500. The city has the ability to set a fine amount within the 
ordinance or to use the default amounts, which are set by the Sixth Judicial Circuit’s 
administrative order that outlines fines and sets the minimum. That amount would be $93, Ms. 
Judd explained.  
 
CM Floyd asked how long it takes a cigarette butt to disintegrate; Ms. DePlasco said it takes 
about 150 years and as it is doing so, it is releasing carcinogens. Ms. Judd then had a question 
regarding expiration date, the standard effective date being five days after passage of the 
ordinance. Chair Driscoll said it was her hope to get it passed during September but that 
enforcement could start January 1 for education and awareness building, updating signage and 
allowing for a softer approach. Mr. Jefferis said he agreed with the 90-day grace period and also 
said he wants to avoid sign litter and develop signs that are cohesive with the signs that are 
currently in place. Mr. Gerdes expressed the fact that the ordinance has the Administration’s 
support. CM Hanewicz asked about using QR codes in the signage and Mr. Jefferis replied they 
are looking at every option. The Chair motioned to keep the effective date five days after the 
passage of the ordinance with the agreement that enforcement would only begin on January 1, 
2023; the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Chair Driscoll adjourned the meeting at 9:00 AM.  
 
 
 

 



Topic Return Date Date of Referral Prior Meeting Referred by Staff Notes
A report regarding the implementation of a 

community food forest program. In addition, the 
discussion should focus on recurring funding from 
the general fund and with the initial seed funding 
coming from BP funds or other one-time funding 

sources. 
Presenters to include our Urban Forester and 

Sustainability Coordinator, Chair or members of the 
Urban Forestry Committee, Chair or members of the 
St. Pete Food Policy Council, and any other relevant 

staff. 

9/22/22 5/19/22 Gabbard

Sharon Wright 
Dean Hay 

Cathy Harrelson 
Member/s of the St. 

Pete Food Policy 
Council

A discussion on restricting smoking within the 
boundaries of city parks and beaches in accordance with 

HB 105.
8/4/22 8/25/22 Driscoll Heather Judd

Benjamin James 8/25/2022–Will go to full Council

Respectfully requesting a discussion on Resilience Hub 
Concepts and an update on the Pilot funded by 

Foundation for a Healthy St. Petersburg:  Childs Park 
Neighborhood Resilience Collective (NRC)

7/21/22 7/28/22 Driscoll Sharon Wright 7/28/22–Update from OSR on this item within a few months.

A report to the Health, Energy, Resiliency and 
Sustainability Committee regarding city policies and 

tools to increase and protect our tree canopy.
3/3/22 4/21/22 Gabbard Sharon Wright

Dean Hay
7/22/2022–A follow-up on the community food forest 
program and funding is scheduled for September.

A discussion on continued or
planned investments in the context of the American Cities 

Climate Challenge commitments and
Integrated Sustainability Action Plan (ISAP) implementation.

2/17/22 2/24/22 Driscoll Sharon Wright

2/24/2022– Update provided at HERS.

Requiring 240-volt EV pre-wire in all new single-family 
home construction & a possible exemption for affordable 

housing
3/25/2021 9/6/2018 Gabbard Liz Abernethy

Sharon Wright

10/12/2020-Will go to COW on 10/22 
1/30/2020-CM Gabbard stated that this item will be included as 
part of the St. Pete 2050 discussion 
3/25/2021-Item was discussed at HERS but more time was needed 
9/23/2021-item requires feedback from key stakeholders 2/24/2022-
CM Gabbard said that this is in the community outreach stages 
with OSR, as requested by Council. 

Discuss current herbicide/pesticide use & the potential 
adoption of restrictions on those containing harmful chemicals 12/10/2020 10/28/2021 Driscoll Mike Jefferis

Barbara Stalbird

10/10/2019-Per Chair Driscoll, County formed a taskforce for this 
specific issue and City staff members including Mike Jefferis, are 
participating. Driscoll will report back with their findings.
12/10/2020-Barbara Stalbird provided update on pesticide/fertilizer 
use by Parks and because she represents the City on the Integrated 
Vegatation Management Plan countywide taskforce, she also 
provided an update on that. She said she would provide another 
County taskforce update in 2021. 
10/28/2021-Update from Barbara Stalbird and Bryan Eichler.

Discussion of the City’s Environmental Purchasing Policy 
(now being referred to as the “Sustainable Purchasing Policy) 
and a potential ordinance to formalize the City’s commitment 

to sustainability as part of a broader discussion of a 
“Sustainable City Hall”

6/10/2021 6/4/2020 Driscoll Sharon Wright

7/30/2020 – Combined with the discussion of a “Sustainable City 
Hall” per Chair Driscoll’s request
1/28/2021- Update on EPP provided, action by Administration 
should occur by Spring 2021. 
10/21/2021- Mayor Kriseman approved the Sustainable Purchasing 
Policy

Creating an incentive program for homeowner hurricane 
mitigation efforts in repetitive loss neighborhoods 3/14/2019 7/12/2018 Gabbard Noah Taylor 1/30/2020 - Chair Driscoll asked CM Gabbard to provide a brief 

update on the status of this program

Review of the conceptual future metered reclaimed water fee 
structure. 4/82021 7/29/21 Driscoll

3/8/2021– Item was discussed at BFT 
4/8/2021–  Referred to HERS Committee
7/29/2021— RW Conservation Campaign Update occurred; update 
may come back to this committee in early 2022. 

Health, Energy, Resilience, & Sustainability Committee Pending & Continuing Referral List Thursday, September 22, 2022
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MEMORANDUM 

City of St. Petersburg HERS Committee 
Meeting of September 22, 2022 

 

To:   The Honorable Gina Driscoll, Chair and Members of the HERS Committee 

Date: September 15, 2022  

Subject:           Office of Sustainability & Resilience:  Food Forest Pilot review 
 

Overview 
This memorandum provides summary information and considerations for the development of a food 
forest pilot and possible program. Food forest concepts, stakeholder engagement, potential risks and 
barriers as well as potential next steps are all discussed. 
 
What Is a Food Forest? 
A food forest is a diverse planting of edible plants that attempts to mimic the ecosystems and patterns 
found in nature. Food forests are three dimensional designs, with life extending in all directions – up, 
down, and out.  Well-designed food forests typically have seven layers: Canopy, Subcanopy, Shrub, 
Herbaceous, Ground Cover, Underground, and Fungal. The vertical nature of the food forest makes it a 
very effective use of small spaces.  

Food forests, for millennia, have been methods for indigenous people to manage the local landscape 
and provide sustenance.  In our modern ecosystem, creating food forests can improve our tree canopy 
cover and provide sustenance at a low cost, especially in food desert areas.  

Urban Forestry and Food Forests 
There are stark differences between an urban canopy forest and a food forest. While food forests are a 
component of a sustainable urban forest and the canopy layer provides ecosystem benefits, the other 
six layers (Subcanopy, Shrub, Herbaceous, Ground Cover, Climber/Vine, and Mycelial or Fungi) provide 
limited ecosystem benefits and are more aligned with urban agriculture uses.  

Food forests are usually small in nature, but dense, nutrient-rich oases that can be developed into a 
network to provide free food to our residents. The woody trees and shrubs of a food forest generally 
have a shorter life cycle than the shade trees that make up the larger urban forest asset. Many canopy 
and subcanopy tree species may need to be replaced on a 15–20-year cycle.  In contrast with urban 
canopy forests, management of a food forest requires sustained maintenance of the ground layer, 
periodic corrective and maintenance pruning, and intensive harvesting protocols.   
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Why Are Food Forests Important? 
Food forests are a means to grow healthy food, create pollinator habitat and shade, encourage residents 
to reconnect to nature, promote a healthy lifestyle, and improve stormwater functionality in a way that 
mimics a natural forest.  Like raised bed gardens, food forests can be a conduit to bring people together, 
create a sustainable food source, and foster a change in the way people gather food.  Once established, 
food forests can have lower maintenance requirements than traditional urban agriculture and can be a 
part of healthy food programs that Healthy St. Pete currently offers. 
 
Developing a food forest network contributes to Integrated Sustainability Action Plan (ISAP) 
implementation relevant to local resilience and several priority goals and actions including: 

• Goal: St. Pete is a full-cycle city; all loops are closed 
• Goal: St. Pete is the energy positive city 
• Goal: A community garden is within ¼ mile of every citizen 
• Goal: St. Pete is the culinary capital of the Southeast 
• Integrate programs with Healthy St. Pete/Health in All Policies 
• Promote the value of food and products grown locally 
• All residents and visitors have access to healthy, local, affordable food 
• Conduct outreach and education programs around food, nutrition, and gardening 
• Address food deserts starting with land and grant opportunities 
• Continue to expand urban agriculture opportunities in land development regulations 
• Provide incentives to healthful food retailers that locate in underserved areas 
• Demonstrate that 85% of population lives within 1/3 mile of green infrastructure features that 

provide localized cooling through tree canopy or vegetative surfaces 

What is the Role of a Municipality in a Food Forest Program?   
Most of the 70+ U.S. food forests are operated by nonprofits or independent farmer groups.  There are a 
few examples of municipalities that either own the property and recruit a nonprofit entity to manage 
the program or municipalities that staff an urban agriculture department to provide coordination and 
support for all operations.   

There are three models for food forest and urban agriculture in the U.S.: Municipal, 
Municipal/Nonprofit, and Nonprofit.  The most prolific is the nonprofit model in which the nonprofit 
owns or leases land upon which programs are operated and maintained.  This nonprofit urban 
agriculture model is generally the most successful for the following reasons: 

• Attract private and foundation funding for which municipalities may not have access 
• Generally smaller, nimbler and have greater staff retention 
• More sustainable long-term funding and can provide program and education resources at a 

lower cost 
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Five examples of successful food forest operations and their organizational structure include: 

1. Food Forest at Brown’s Mill (Atlanta)  
o Atlanta Parks and Recreation oversees the property while nonprofit Trees Atlanta 

maintains it. 
o Note that Trees Atlanta is the only known nonprofit that manages both urban forestry 

and urban agriculture programs 
2. Dr. George Washington Carver Edible Park (Asheville NC) 

o Asheville owns the park, nonprofit Bountiful Cities manages the food forest 
3. Beacon Food Forest (Seattle) 

o Publicly owned land and managed by nonprofit Food Forest Collective 
4. Victoria Urban Forest (Riverside CA)  

o Land owned by Riverside Unified School District and managed by nonprofit Citizens 
United for Resources and the Environment (CURE) 

5. Bronx River Foodway (NYC) 
o Public land that is managed by nonprofit Bronx River Alliance 

St. Pete’s Urban Gardens and Farms 
There are more than 20 known urban agriculture sites with community and school gardens as well as 
two food forest sites in St. Pete today.  A Draft Story Map: St. Petersburg Urban Agriculture (arcgis.com). 
has been created and will help to determine where new farms in a food forest pilot may be installed. 

Recent Stakeholder Engagement 
In addition to the stakeholder engagement during development of the ISAP, more recent stakeholder 
engagement includes Vice Chair Gabbard’s food forest presentation and feedback from the St. Pete 
Food Policy Council in August 2022.  Further engagement with other local farms and agriculture NGO’s is 
recommended to better understand and address current challenges. 

St. Pete Food Policy Council (SPFPC) provided feedback in a letter dated September 9, 2022.  This letter 
made recommendations in five areas:  

• Inclusivity 
• Accessibility 
• Awareness, Education and Ongoing Support  
• Affordability, and  
• Local Agency and Autonomy 

The SPFPC also provided supporting documentation and reasoning for the importance for these five 
recommendations included in this package.  The research and stakeholder feedback to date is integrated 
into the concepts and considerations in the sections below. 

Food Forest Concept(s) 
The Office of Sustainability and Resilience (OSR) began working on a food forest concept in March 2022 
with Vice Chair Gabbard.  OSR reviewed research on globally successful food forests to better 
understand what methods and tools were used to achieve those program’s goals. 

https://www.treesatlanta.org/
https://communityfoodforests.com/dr-george-washington-carver-edible-park/
https://beaconfoodforest.org/
https://www.victoria.ca/EN/main/residents/parks/urban-forest.html
https://bronxriver.org/about/foodway
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ce5ef8926e9b4018a244bb25e8cad1fb
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The research reviewed more than 200 globally sustaining food forests and determined that successful 
programs continuously monitored, prepared for, and resolved challenges in these three areas. Three 
common elements for food forest success were noted in this research:  

• Economic viability from establishment and minimum survival to business planning development 
to sell food at larger scale farms 

• Effective operational practices, including encouraging the use of task leaders, cross-training, 
maintenance plans and more 

• Sustained forests and farms through education and advocacy resulting in high retention of 
urban agriculture community leaders 

To establish fresh food sources across the city and to increase public health and reduce the cost of living 
and barriers to healthy diets, the concept proposes food forests on public and private property.  The 
public property realm includes currently accessible community gardens and City facilities or right of way 
where there may be opportunity.  Private property can include accessible faith-based and other 
community organization locations.  The concept would also encourage residents to create food forests 
on private property (accessible from the right-of-way) to increase public access to fresh food. 

Locational, logistical, and operational recommendations have been drafted, discussed as part of 
stakeholder engagement, and are discussed in the sections below. 

Food Forest Location, Logistics, and Operational Considerations 
The following sections summarize research on location, logistic, and operational considerations that can 
address the concept foci and overcome some of the risks and challenges experienced in other urban 
agriculture programs.   

Locational Considerations 
• Focus on increased equity in low-income USDA defined food desert areas of St. Pete 
• Individual sites in the food forest network would be near community centers, faith-based 

organizations, and/or food distribution centers serving children  
• Potential food forest donation bins could be accessible from the right-of-way along transit 

and/or bike lanes whenever possible.  The food forest concept, and associated 
elements/operations, should be reviewed by city officials to ensure proper traffic and 
pedestrian safety, code compliance, food safety, and health regulations are a part of the pilot 
development. 

• Residential based program will focus sites on private property abutting City Rights-of-Way for 
ease of access to gatherers 

• Resident-based program can also be in city right-of-way adjacent to private property and adhere 
to existing ordinances 

• Sites will use a buffer (< ½ mile) from other local farms to enhance synergies, increase ease of 
access to resident gatherers while reduce volunteer competition between existing farms 
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• Land availability – parcels or land for public implementation are not abundant, and while rights 
of way and community centers and organizations of some space available, there are a few 
potential barriers to establishment at these locations: 
o St. Pete ordinance limits the establishment of tall vegetation in rights-of-way to maintain 

lines of site for traffic that does not accommodate all of the layers of a food forest 
o St. Pete parks and community centers have minimal availability due to conflicting uses such 

as active recreation fields, buildings, and parking lots 
o Pinellas County Schools urban forest/school garden coordination has been irregular to date, 

but is possible 

Logistics and Operational Considerations 
• Pilot should coordinate with Healthy St. Pete focus on the benefits of eating healthy food and 

food sharing to bolster community health 
• Supplemental education sessions should be available to new farmers including: 

o Farm management 
o Development of volunteer events 
o Pest and disease management 
o Constructing a rainwater collection system 
o Food donation considerations 

• Free plants, based on the farmers design selection will be earned through the farmers volunteer 
labor and learning at a local farm 

• Mentorship should be provided by established local farmers/farm experts with technical 
support to aid and sustain new farms 

• Look for ways to increased access - register farm site on https://fallingfruit.org/ 
• Farmers should store food harvest in a closed portable bin at the right-of-way for gatherers to 

collect 

Potential Barriers to Success for Establishment 
Food forests suffer from many of the same barriers of other urban agriculture garden types.  These can 
be broken down into resource and farmer sustainability issues.  The resource issues include:  

• Insufficient capital and technical support for farmers  
• Lack of appropriate spaces that don’t conflict with other uses  
• Challenge navigating permit and ordinance requirements  
• Municipal programs that are not housed in a single department or have illegible processes to 

obtain resources 

The farmer sustainability issues on private/public farms include barriers such as: 

• Unknown or unmanageable maintenance  
• Changes in future personal time prioritization or preferences 
• Transience in home ownership 
• Unknown processes and costs associated with food safety 

  

https://fallingfruit.org/
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Potential Risks for Sustained Operations 
After food forests are created, there are risks that generally include: 

• Loss of sustained interest and support for farmers 
• Loss of plant material due to improper care, disease, insects, vermin and vandalism,  
• Falling fruit/nut hazards 
• Liability of food safety and uninvited harvesters/visitors 
• Change in ownership of farmed land and change in owner’s preferred use of land 
• Difficulty attracting volunteer assistance 
• Lack of appropriate farmer education and knowledge to handle disease, vermin, and vandalism 

issues 

Pilot Resource Need Considerations 
Initial steps should include convening and possibly paying food forest pilot developers and subject 
matter experts (SMEs) to establish goals for the food forest pilot and associated farm apprentice 
program.  This group would develop metrics, plan the execution, and track results for periodic reporting.  
The developers and SMEs should also develop a comprehensive feedback loop to learn about 
establishment and operational challenges.  Lessons learned in the pilot phase can assist current and 
future farmer’s productivity and farm sustainability. 

Community engagement will be required to attract early adopter food forest farmers.  Effective 
methods include educational sessions at local community centers and disseminating information to 
targeted neighborhood associations.  

Developing an apprenticeship program as part of the pilot to support current and future farmers is 
recommended.  The apprentice program will provide vital pilot information including professional 
designs, labor and harvest expectations with each of the design, recommended food forest 
establishment procedures, and planting guidelines.  This apprenticeship program can also provide tools 
and weekly monitoring resources to food forest pilot farmers for operational and maintenance success.  

For the pilot and beyond, urban agriculture staff (and/or contractor staff) will need to address additional 
planning, project management, community engagement, financial tracking, marketing and report 
development.  This may include utilizing and paying for GIS software for more staff in the future. 

Currently, many City departments have responsibilities and services relevant to urban agriculture 
(included as attachment in this package).  Introduction of a food forest pilot will require city and 
community leadership to determine the best program organizational structure (municipal, nonprofit, 
hybrid) as well as appropriate municipal department and staff that will support the preferred food forest 
network development model.  

Research into the USDA Forest Service Community Forest and Open Space Conservation Grant Program 
is recommended if future land acquisition is desired.  This program provided Atlanta’s Brown’s Mill 
project funding for its seven-acre food forest. 
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Potential Path Forward for Pilot 
With enough resources, a manageable path forward for the pilot could include these initial steps: 

• Hire, or contract out, a project manager that will execute the food forest pilot program 
• Hire a food forest designer  
• Further develop food forest concept based on feedback from stakeholders 
• Include one public installation that will serve as a centralized education and marketing location 
• Include 2-3 private food forests that demonstrate a decentralized model  
• Engage community to attract private property pilot farmers 
• Develop food forest goals/success metrics 
• Create a feedback knowledge loop to train new farmers more effectively 

 
Action Requested 
HERS Committee discuss and suggest path forward including preferred organizational model and 
recommendations for staff and funding resources. 
 
Materials Included 

• Food Policy Council letter 
• City Department Responsibilities & Services Relevant to Urban Agriculture 
• City Urban Ag Guide to Growing and Selling Produce 
• Youth Farm Info Sheet (2018) 
• Draft PowerPoint presentation 



St. Petersburg Food Policy Council 
TO:  The Honorable Gina Driscoll, Chair, and Members of St. Petersburg City Council 

SUBJECT: Food Forest Network Pilot 

FROM:  St. Petersburg Food Policy Council 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ST PETERSBURG FOOD POLICY COUNCIL: City Council of the City of St. 

Petersburg through resolution supported the establishment of an independent St. Petersburg Food 

Policy Council recognized as a policy and programming advisory group on matters related to the creation 

of an equitable, community-based food system in St. Petersburg. 

REQUEST FOR REVIEW: At the request of Vice-Chair Brandi Gabbard, St. Petersburg Food Policy Council 

participated in a presentation and conversation regarding the implementation of a St. Pete Food Forest 

Network Pilot initiative. Council members reviewed the draft document submitted on July 20, 2022, 

which offers an overview of the initiative as well as initial feedback provided during the discussion 

following the presentation. 

RECOMMENDATION: St. Pete Food Policy Council is in favor of supporting the implementation of the St. 

Pete Food Forest Network Pilot initiative, initially operationalized as a pilot project with the integration 

of the following provisional principles: 

1. Inclusivity: To establish an opportunity to create an equitable community-based food system, all 

individuals in the targeted area(s) seeking to participate in the Food Forest Network shall have 

access to do so. Programming shall be established that allows participation of both homeowners 

and renters.  

2. Accessibility: To create an equitable community-based food system, the Food Forest Network 

Pilot initiative shall place an emphasis on geographical areas designated as a food desert and/or 

low-income zip code. 

3. Awareness, Education and Ongoing Supports: Efforts shall focus on the opportunity for 

residents and public institutions to grow, harvest, and distribute healthy, nutritious food. 

Ongoing education and support will be needed to maintain the health of the plant/tree; 

therefore, if an individual receives a plant or tree via the Food Forest Network Pilot initiative, 

ongoing supports to sustain its growth and production shall be established. Those supports may 

include: 

a. Mulch 

b. Problem Identification and Solutions 

c. Set-up of Distribution Stand, Tub, or Other Structure 

d. Pruning 

4. Affordability: Costs associated with receiving and maintaining the plant or tree shall be kept to a 

minimum. Plants, trees, amendments, and additional resources to create conditions for 

successful growth and production shall be provided at no to low cost. 

5. Local Agency and Autonomy: The individual or institution agreeing to take part in the Food 

Forest Network Pilot initiative shall maintain local agency and autonomy over the existence of 



the plant or tree, its harvest, and distribution. There shall be no penalty should the individual or 

institution terminate participation, irrespective of the reason.   

ASSERTIONS: St. Petersburg Food Policy Council seeks to substantiate its recommendations based on 

the following assertions: 

1. Data from a study commissioned by Welch Administration and conducted by Harvard Kennedy 

School Transition Team1 asserts renters absorb a higher housing burden than homeowners thus 

leaving less income to buy groceries. Finding opportunities to reduce food expenses while 

increasing nutrition intake is critical. Because an edible plant or tree may be placed in a pot or 

permission from a landlord may be received to directly place a plant or tree in the ground, 

renters shall have the opportunity to participate in the Food Forest Network Pilot initiative.  

2. Food deserts, as identified when residents must travel at least one (1) mile to access a 

supermarket or grocery store, are often associated with low-income neighborhoods and corner 

stores selling foods high in calories, sugar, and sodium with minimal nutritional value. The 

prioritization of residents in food deserts will help offset the lack of access to nutritional foods. 

3. The average cost to buy and maintain a fruit tree in its first four years is $945.2 There is 

recognition that this cost may vary based on the type of tree and substantive care associated 

with each type of tree. Due to the expense, measures to offset costs assumed by Food Forest 

Network Pilot initiative participants shall be administered.  

REASONING: St. Petersburg Food Policy Council believes ingenuity is a pathway toward alleviating 

limited access to healthy, nutritious foods, particularly among those individuals residing in a food desert. 

The Council commends Vice-Chair Gabbard and her efforts to use an existing effort as a springboard to 

address food insecurity. Expanding the St. Pete Tree Canopy Plan to include fruit trees is an innovative 

approach toward addressing both sustainability and food security. The additional creative use of land 

owned by residents, landlords, and/or public institutions generates a unique multi-sector solution. The 

recommendation to move forward with the implementation of a Food Forest Network Pilot initiative 

reflects the commitment of St. Petersburg Food Policy Council to create an equitable, community-based 

food system for all.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

St. Petersburg Food Policy Council 

 

 

1Emerging Strategies in Affordable Housing:  

https://cms5.revize.com/revize/stpete/Government/docs/Harvard%20Kennedy%20Report_DIGITAL_Lo

wRes_05.pdf 

2How much does it cost to grow and raise a fruit tree?  

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/crop-production/fruit-trees/how-much-does-it-cost-grow-raise-fruit-

tree 

https://cms5.revize.com/revize/stpete/Government/docs/Harvard%20Kennedy%20Report_DIGITAL_LowRes_05.pdf
https://cms5.revize.com/revize/stpete/Government/docs/Harvard%20Kennedy%20Report_DIGITAL_LowRes_05.pdf
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/crop-production/fruit-trees/how-much-does-it-cost-grow-raise-fruit-tree
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/crop-production/fruit-trees/how-much-does-it-cost-grow-raise-fruit-tree


 

CITY DEPARTMENTS WITH RELEVANT URBAN AGRICULTURE 
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DEPARTMENTS WITH RELEVANT RESPONSIBILITIES AND SERVICES 

1. Planning & Development: Elizabeth Abernethy, Director 

• Development Plan and Permit Compliance Review 

2.  Urban Planning & Historic Preservation Division: Derek Kilborn, Manager 

• Processing Amendments to Land Development Regulations (LDRs) 

3. Codes Compliance: Joe Waugh, Director 

• Investigate Issues and Enforce Code Compliance Issues  

4. Parks & Recreation Department: Richard Craft, Superintendent 

• Healthy St. Pete Initiative (Kim Leto, Healthy St Pete Coordinator) 

• Fresh Rec Stop Program 

• Woodlawn Partnership 

• Pioneer Park Garden Partnership 

• St. Pete Youth Farm Lead Department (Carla Bristol, Collaboration Manager) 

5. Office of Sustainability and Resilience: Dean Hay, Urban Forester 

• Urban Forest Management  

• Citizen Forester/Citizen Science Program 

6. Economic & Workforce Development: George Smith, Eco Dev Coordinator 

• St. Pete Youth Farm CRA & Agreement Point of Contact  

• Youth Education and Community Programing   

7. Community Services: Susie Ajoc, Director 

• Meadowlawn Ecological Center & Community Garden 

• Garden Education  

• Plot Rental Opportunities  

8. Water Resources: John Palenchar, Director  

• Water Conservation Program 

• Rainwater Guardian Workshops/Rebates  

• Environmentally Friendly Landscapes Education  

9. Sanitation: Willie Joseph, Director 

• Residential Composting Program  

• Brush Site/ Mulch Products & Soil Builder 
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Urban Agriculture - Guide to Growing and Selling Produce 
Urban agriculture has many benefits and contributes to our collective economic, social 

and environmental health. St Petersburg passed amendments to its urban agriculture 

ordinance in January 2021 to expand opportunities for the production and sale of 

produce. 

 

Growing Produce in Your Yard 
There are no restrictions on gardening on residential property providing that gardens are properly maintained and 

watered based on St. Petersburg watering restrictions. Edible landscaping may be planted in the public right-of-

way (ROW) provided it does not impede visibility, there is no approved streetscape plan, and it is not adjacent to 

a major street or state roadway. Vegetation which is a hazard to public safety is prohibited. 

 

Home Produce Sales 
Produce, value added products such as pickles and jams, and honeybee products produced by a registered 

beekeeper may be offered for sale on residential properties on Friday through Sunday during daylight hours, up 

to 36 times per calendar year. 

 

Gardening Structures & Raised Beds 
One gardening hoop house, cold frame, greenhouse, vertical vegetable structure or raised bed (over 24-inches in 

height), 100 square feet or less in size and up to ten feet in height may be placed no closer than 5-feet from a side 

or rear property line and is exempt from the requirement to utilize the architectural style and construction 

materials of the existing principal structure. These structures and raised beds may not be placed in the front yard 

or waterfront yards, and all other accessory structures need to meet principal structure setbacks and design 

requirements. Raised beds less than 24-inches in height may be placed anywhere on private property and must 

be at setback at least 4-feet from the curb of the street or where there is no curb, the road edge.  

For more information contact DevRev@StPete.org. 

Community Gardens  
A Community Garden allows the growing, harvesting, and 

retail sales, of edible fruits or vegetables or other plant 

products intended for consumption by neighboring 

residents, friends, owners, and the permittees of the owner.  

 

LOCATION  

Community gardens are allowed in all zoning districts as a 

principal use, subject to administrative approval.  Community 

gardens which are accessory to a principal use, such as schools 

and houses of worship do not require an annual community 

garden permit but may require a separate approval. For more 

information, please contact our Development Review Services 

team, DevRev@StPete.org. 

 

PRODUCE SALES 

Retail sales are allowed in residential districts, Friday through Sunday during daylight hours, up to 36 times per 
calendar year. Off-site sales are allowed at Farmers Markets and on vacant commercial property with a Roadside 
Vending Permit. For more information, please contact DevRev@StPete.org.  

mailto:DevRev@StPete.org
file:///C:/Users/eraberne/Desktop/DevRev@StPete.org
file:///C:/Users/eraberne/Desktop/DevRev@StPete.org
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PERMITTING PROCESS  

A permit is required to establish a community garden on vacant property. A community garden permit expires on 

September 30 after the first season of produce production and may be renewed on an annual basis. The initial 

permit fee is $50 and renewal is $10 annually.   

 

Commercial Gardens and Greenhouses 

Commercial gardens and greenhouses are now allowed within Industrial Zoning districts, subject to development 

and maintenance standards.  Site and building plans are reviewed administratively, and a public hearing is no 

longer required. 

 

Bees & Fowl 
Up to 10 Fowl (Chickens, Turkeys, Ducks, Geese and Guinea Fowl) can be kept at a residence in a securely fenced 

area. Noisy fowl, such as crowing roosters are not allowed. All coops must be kept 50 feet from neighboring 

residences unless there is written consent from the neighbor. 

 

Registered beekeepers with an apiary certification (F.S. ch. 586) may 

locate apiaries on any private property throughout the City. 

Rainwater Guardian Workshops 

Learn how rainwater harvesting helps protect local waterways, and the 

how-tos of rain barrel setup, use and maintenance by visiting 

www.stpete.org/water/water_conservation/conservation_programs.php    

and registering for the next Rainwater Guardian Workshop. St. Petersburg 

utility customers may receive a rain barrel upon completion of workshop.  

Mulch Products and Soil Builder 
A variety of mulch products and soil builder, are available to city residents through the City's brush sites. Regular 

mulch may be picked up at any brush site for free or may be delivered for a nominal fee. Soil Builder is available 

through delivery only. View this Mulch Product Order form for information on each product, pricing and 

recommended application. 

 

Residential Composting  

The City of St. Petersburg has launched its first residential composting program. 

Residents in single-family homes are invited to sign up for the free program and 

minimize their environmental impact by turning kitchen and yard waste into 

usable, nutrient-rich fertilizer. Participants in the composting program will 

receive a composting bin from the City to use in their backyard while supplies 

last. There will be no collection service, but the resident will reap the benefits 

of the resulting nutrient-rich compost by spreading it on their lawn or garden. 

Visit www.stpete.org/sanitation/composting.php  to get started.  

http://www.stpete.org/water/water_conservation/conservation_programs.php
https://www.stpete.org/sanitation/docs/Mulch%20Products%20Request%20Form%2007.pdf
http://www.stpete.org/sanitation/composting.php


YOUTH FARM AT ENOCH DAVIS

Join 40+ partner organizations and community leaders collectively working to develop 
a cradle to career pathway for food systems careers and entrepreneurship in our public 
school system, starting with the establishment of a Youth Farm demonstration project 
in South St. Petersburg.

What is a Youth-Led Urban Farm?
Empowering youth to lead urban agriculture projects under community guidance and resources has proven 
to be a successful strategy in youth, workforce, and neighborhood development. Participants from 7th grade 
through college, start as workers, then become mentors, managers and eventually food systems leaders. They 
learn through experience, implement real world business principles, serve the local community and could even 
generate a profit through onsite sales.

Youth Farm will include four key components:

• Entrepreneurship Experience and Training – Youth will learn essential business skills as they form a business 
plan, market the produce, sell the produce, and manage their accounts. Workforce readiness includes training 
in the key soft skills - communication, dressing for success, maintaining a work ethic, etc.

• Youth Leadership Development – Empowered to be leaders on the farm, youth will be making daily 
operational and big picture decisions - serving on steering committees, pitching new ideas, and learning 
essential leadership and team-building skills.

• Food Systems Training and Education – Health and nutrition education involves sustainable urban agriculture 
experience and training and topical discussions about today’s social and health challenges relating to the food 
system.

• Culinary Training – Youth will learn to prepare nutritious and delicious meals and follow best practices for 
food safety.



Robyn Keefe
Planning and Development Services
robyn.keefe@stpete.org or (727) 892-5255
stpete.org/CRA

Site for the Youth Farm
The proposed site for the project is a 0.83 acre parcel of 
City-owned unimproved land owned within the South 
St. Petersburg Community Redevelopment Area (CRA). The 
property is northwest of the City’s Enoch Davis Center, a 
multi-purpose center located adjacent to the James Weldon 
Johnson Branch Library.

Based on contamination levels present during ongoing 
environmental assessments funded through the City’s EPA 
Brownfields Grant, a clean-up of the site is anticipated to take 
place prior to Fall 2019.

How Is This Project Funded?
The City of St. Petersburg, through CRA tax increment financing 
(TIF), is contributing to youth stipends, land, clean-up, and capital 
improvements for the project. Additionally, approximately $175k 
has been awarded to the project from the Foundation for a 
Healthy St. Petersburg to fund staff positions for 2019.

What’s Next?
• The project committee has been meeting since October 2018 

to take the project from vision to implementation.
• A Steering Committee is now being formed and a Collaboration 

Manager is being hired through the Pinellas Education 
Foundation and housed within the Pinellas County School 
District.

• A summer pilot with 15 youth participants will take place in 
June 2019.

August 2017
Garden Survey

The City of St. Petersburg partnered 
with the UF/IFAS Extension Family 
Nutrition Program and TASCO 
(Teen Arts, Sports, and Cultural 
Opportunities) recreation programs 
to conduct a survey. More than 100 
surveys responded in support of the 
garden project with 82% indicating 
they’d like to volunteer.

What’s Been Done To-Date?

May 2018
Stakeholder Workshop #2

Stakeholders reconvened to discuss 
a Collective Impact partnership 
model for the project. Workshop 
participants shared their ideas and 
knowledge towards identifying new 
partners, coming up with a strategy 
for public engagement, and other 
project next steps.

Summer 2018
Youth Photovoice Activity

Communications students at USFSP 
worked with TASCO youth to create 
a Photovoice project around their 
“food story” utilizing a composition 
notebook and camera to document 
their experiences with food and 
share that story with their friends 
and neighbors.

March 2018
Stakeholder Workshop #1

65 stakeholders representing 32 
different organizations involved 
in youth development, workforce 
development, education and food 
systems, got together to brainstorm 
next steps – learning about projects 
like Grow Dat Youth Farm in 
New Orleans and Youth Farm in 
Minneapolis-St. Paul.

Proposed 
Location

18th Avenue South

James Wheldon
Johnson Library

Enoch Davis
Recreation Center

10th Street South

Proposed 
Location

18th Avenue South

16th Avenue South

12th Street South

James Wheldon
Johnson Library

Enoch Davis
Recreation Center

10th Street South

16th Avenue South

12th Street South

Midtown AcademyMidtown Academy
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What Is A Food Forest?

A food forest is a diverse planting of 
edible plants that attempts to mimic the 
ecosystems and patterns found in 
nature. Food forests are three 
dimensional designs, with life extending 
in all directions – up, down, and out. 
(projectfoodforest.org)



Why Is A Food Forest 
Important?

Food forests are a way of growing healthy 
food, creating pollinator habitat, creating 
shade, reconnecting to nature, reengage 
residents in a healthy lifestyle, and improve 
stormwater functionality in a way that 
mimics a natural forest.



Food Forest Layers & 
Alignments

Food forests can be a 
component of a healthy, 
sustainable urban forest.  

The canopy layer provides 
benefits of an urban forest with 
added access to healthy food.  

Most layers of a food forest are 
more aligned with urban 
agriculture operations.

Food Forest Layers

Urban Agriculture Programming

2. Subcanopy

3. Shrub

4. Herbaceous

5. Ground Cover

6. Underground

7. Climber/Vine

8. Mycelial or Fungal

Urban Forest Management

1. Canopy



St. Pete’s Urban 
Gardens &  Farms

There are more than 20 known existing 
food forests, community gardens, and 
school gardens in St. Pete today.

This Urban Agriculture story map was 
created to demonstrate the distribution 
and focus of these established fresh food 
resources.

This map can be found here:

Draft Story Map: St. Petersburg Urban 
Agriculture (arcgis.com)

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ce5ef8926e9b4018a244bb25e8cad1fb


St. Pete Food Forest Concept:
Engagement & Work To Date

• 2018/2019 ISAP food stakeholder group

• VC Gabbard engaged stakeholders including St. 
Pete Food Policy Council (SPFPC)

• OSR researched common elements for success 
of other sustained food forest programs

• OSR developed locational & operational talking 
points for stakeholder engagement & requested 
feedback

• SPFPC has provided a letter with several 
recommendations 



Food Policy Council Formal Input

St Petersburg Food Policy Council made 
recommendations in these five areas:

1. Inclusivity

2. Accessibility

3. Education, Awareness and Ongoing Support

4. Affordability

5. Local Agency and Autonomy



Food Forest Concept:
Locational Considerations

• Focused in low-income, equity-based, 
certified food desert areas 

• Located along transit and/or bike lanes

• Near community and faith-based 
organizations, and/or food distribution 
centers serving children 

• Community gardens and farms

• Establishing FF distance buffers: 
Volunteer synergies vs. competition 
among programs/sites



Food Forest Concept:
Operational Overview

• Focus on benefits of eating healthy food 
(coordinate with Healthy St. Pete) and 
food sharing to bolster community health

• Supplemental educational sessions 
should be available to new farmers:

o Farm management

o Development of volunteer events 

o Pest and disease management

o Constructing a rainwater collection 
system

o Food donation considerations 



Food Forest Concept:
Municipal Operations 
Considerations

Urban Agriculture–Guide to Growing and 
Selling Produce

https://www.stpete.org/residents/sustainability
/urban_agriculture.php



Food Forest Pilot:
Municipal Operations 
Considerations

Departments with Relevant Responsibilities and Services 

1. Planning & Development: Elizabeth Abernethy, Director 
• Development plan and permit compliance review

2. Urban Design& Historic Preservation Division: Derek Kilborn, Manager 
• Processing amendments to Land Development Regulations (LDRs) 

3. Codes Compliance: Joe Waugh, Director
• Investigate issues and enforce code compliance issues 

4. Parks & Recreation Department: Richard Craft, Superintendent 
• Healthy St. Pete Initiative
• Fresh Rec Stop 
• Woodlawn Partnership 
• Pioneer Park Garden Partnership
• St. Pete Youth Farm Lead Department (Carla Bristol, Collaboration 

Manager)

5. Office of Sustainability and Resilience: Dean Hay, Urban Forester
• Urban forest management 
• Citizen Forester/Citizen Science Program



Food Forest Pilot:
Municipal Operation 
Considerations

Departments with Relevant Responsibilities and Services (cont.) 

6. Economic & Workforce Development: George Smith, Eco Dev Coordinator
• St. Pete Youth Farm agreement oversight, point of contact

7. Community Services: Susie Ajoc, Director
• Meadowlawn Ecological Center & Community Garden
• Garden education 
• Plot rental opportunities 

8. Water Resources: John Palenchar, Director 
• Water conservation program
• Rainwater Guardian workshops/rebates 
• Environmentally friendly landscapes education

9. Sanitation: Willie Joseph, Director
• Residential Composting Program 
• Brush site/ mulch products & soil builder 



Food Forest Organizational 
Models 

More than 70 community food forests in the U.S. with varying 
organizational models:

• Municipal
o Urban ag programs-few have internal programs with 

an FTE
o Forestry programs- virtually never manage food 

forests or urban agriculture
• Muni/non-profit partnerships

o Municipalities may own and mostly coordinate with 
501c3 to manage program

o Schools-School gardens have UA focus, but few are 
food forests

o Faith Based Orgs-growing trend, mostly to educate 
youth and improve health/welfare

✓ Trees Atlanta (501c3) -only known program that manages 
both urban agriculture and forestry

✓ Non-profit organization- most prolific model and usually 
the best managed programs

• Food Forest at Brown’s Mill (Atlanta)

o Atlanta Parks and Recreation oversees property 
while nonprofit Trees Atlanta maintains.

• Dr. George Washington Carver Edible 
Park (Asheville, NC)

o Asheville owns park, nonprofit Bountiful Cities 
manages the food forest

• Beacon Food Forest (Seattle)

o Publicly owned land and managed by nonprofit 
Food Forest Collective

• Victoria Urban Forest (Riverside, CA)

o Land owned by Riverside Unified School District 
and managed by nonprofit Citizens United for 
Resources and the Environment

• Bronx River Foodway (NYC)

o Public land managed by nonprofit Bronx River 
Alliance



Urban Agriculture & Food Forest:
Potential Barriers

Urban agriculture programs have the following needs:

• Ongoing capital and technical support

• Reliable solutions for long term maintenance 

• Food safety education and understanding

• Ongoing education to support and distribute management 
and operational knowledge to farmers

o Education levels

o Accessible 

o Limited English Proficiency (LEP) resources

• Available public land with minimal conflicting uses



Food Forest Pilot:
Land Availability/Acquisition

Available public land currently limited:

• Rights-of-way: Ordinance limitations for plant height

• Minimal availability in parkland and community 
center areas

• Pinellas County Schools urban forest/school garden 
coordination irregular to date

• Other ideas?



Food Forest Pilot:
Funding/Other Resources

Food Policy Council Input Highlights:

• Ongoing education and support will be needed to maintain the 
health of the plant/tree; therefore, if an individual receives a plant or 
tree, ongoing supports to sustain its growth and production shall be 
established.

• Costs associated with receiving and maintaining the plant or tree 
shall be kept to a minimum. Plants, trees, amendments, and 
additional resources to create conditions for successful growth and 
production shall be provided at no to low [participant] cost.

• The average cost to buy and maintain a fruit tree in its first four years 
is $945.2 There is recognition that this cost may vary based on the 
type of tree and substantive care associated with each type of tree. 

• Due to the expense, measures to offset costs shall be administered.

• Funding organizations as part of a network.

City Resources/Needs
• FY 2023 urban forestry budget 

(portion)
• ~ FTE needed (TBD)
• Grant seeking/writing support



Urban Agriculture & Food Forest:
Potential Risks

Urban agriculture programs have associated 
risks:

• Loss of sustained interest

• Loss of plant material (improper care, 
disease, insects)

• Hazards related to falling fruit/nuts

• Liability (uninvited visitors)

• Change in ownership (when on private 
land)

• Diminishing volunteer support for 
maintenance and harvesting operations



Food Forest Pilot:
Initial Build-Out Possibilities

• One public medium sized (1/2 
acre) food forest (training, 
larger food production, 
educational, marketing focus).

• 2-3 private small (<1/4 acre) 
food forests. 

• Each should have high 
visibility and accessibility from 
the public right-of-way to 
promote the program.



Food Forest Pilot:
Community and Faith-
Based Garden (example)

Enoch Davis Community Center

Pros:

• Synergies with adjacent SPYF 
(training, maintenance, etc.)

• Current home of SUAC and their 
education programs

• Existing food distribution program 

• Moderate amount of open space 
available

• Food forest requested by SUAC

Cons:

• Elevated volunteer competition



Food Forest Pilot:
Community and Faith-Based 
Garden (example)

Lakewood United Church of Christ

Pros:

• OSR request for additional trees

• Easily accessible (car, PSTA, bike, etc.)

• Proximity to Lakewood High and 
potential apprentice training

• Located in South St. Pete food desert

• Large spaces of open land available

Cons:

• Partnership capacity unknown



Food Forest Pilot:
Private Garden

Private food forest plots offer a 
decentralized distribution of 
smaller gardens.

Food forest on private property 
that is accessible from the front 
yard right-of-way.

The responsibility for planting, 
monitoring, maintenance and 
food harvesting/distribution are 
assumed by the property owner.

Private food forest
(approx. dimensions: 8’ x 15’)

Right-of-way



Food Forest Pilot 
Potential Path Forward

• City administration will need to adopt an 
organizational structure (municipal, 
nonprofit, hybrid) and apportion funding 
for staff resources

• Engage relevant city departments

• Develop workplan with costs and staffing 

• Review current relevant urban agriculture 
ordinance

• Investigate USDA Forest Service 
Community Forest and Open Space 
Conservation Grant Program

• Additional stakeholder engagement



Food Forest Pilot Potential 
Path Forward (cont.)

• Engage community to attract pilot farmers

• Locate pilot site area(s)

• Engage community in pilot site area(s)

• Develop food forest goals/success metrics

o Pilot apprenticeship program

o Build an inclusive and accessible pilot

• Hire a food forest designer

• Refine food forest program elements as 
needed

• Create a feedback knowledge loop



Questions?

Thank you
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